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1, The following translation is of a spsesh, elasaified confidential by the Party, 
whieh was delivered by Minister Hala, Viee-Cheirman of the Peoples Perty, to a 
elesed meeting of the Executive Committees of the Peoples Party on 21 Sime, 1947. 


+e The public communique igsved the following day deleted the more critical parte 
ef the spesch. The principal weight of the Executive Comittee meeting was 
Placed on foreign affeire and Fathor Hales apeech put ferth the general line 
the party ie to follew in foreign policy. 


Executive Gomnittce - 21 June 1947 


Since the last meeting of the Executive Committee we have beea witnesses of an 
entire succession of events which, by their rapid eccurrence, by their revolu- 
tionary tendercies or importance, changed and are changing the political atmes- 
phere of the world, After the Meacow conference of the Four Graat Powars, where 

/ moO agreement was reachad and whera different pointe of view on the question of | 
Germany and her future were merely made more certain, a period began in intere 
national policy which is marked by praparations (that igs, espeelolly ascertein- 
ing certain positions and pointe of view) before the November London Conference, 
where decisions shall be made not only on Germany but elso on whether the world 
-will cooperates ox whether it will be divided, : 


Of course I shell not mention in datail about those changes and revolutions which 
characterized the political life of Central and Eastern Europe in the “ast two 
months. These events have been nadw sufficiently clwar in the press. I shall 
attempt rather to clazsify all evenia inte a frame of a world evolution, ag, in 
the end, these events can be properly evaluated and urderatood only fren the 
point of view of Great Power politics. 


About three months age America announced her definite interest La Buroro, and, 

in addition the speech of rresident Truman, indicated in whet directior Amertean 
poiley is intending te develop concerning Europe. This policy is better ‘nown 
as the Truman Doctrine. Whet deas it mean for all practical surposes? It is the 
belief that disagreement between the Soviet Union and America is one woleh cannot 
be overcome. So that this disagreement might uot lead to war, and se that con- 

. flict would not arise out of it, the Truman Dectrino sees only one road: to obtein 
such superiority of atrangth that the peaceful poliay of America cannot be dis- 
turbed by anything or by anyones. Obviously then tha Truman Doctrine comes cut 
with these conditions: 
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1, Russia is frightfully weakened economically by the war. 
2, Russia cannot wage a war aggressively. é 
3. Russia does not have the atomic bomb. 


25X1A 


Against thiss 


1. America is not weakened by the war. 

2, She has the atomic bomb as well as other terrible weapons. 

3, Ameriea can with her help strengthen other countries which do not want 
war or an expansion of Soviet influence. 


Even if these conditions are true to a certain extent, the conslusiong which we 
draw from them are already very debatable. As is known, one of the results, for 
instence, of these conditions was American help to Turkey and Greece. A further 
result could be further help to all anti-Soviet regimes, which as a consequence 
could in the end lead to the support of fascist, undenceratie regimes only for 
the reason that they are anti-Soviet. 

: 
For that reason, America herself, it secms, subnitted the orlginal Truman Doctrine, 
which from a diplomatic point of view was not sufficiently subtle, to a revision. 
Many American denoerats were naturally opposed to assistence to ‘urkey, as it 
democracy was doubted. And a:still stronger argument agsinst the integral appli- 
cation of the Truman policy was, naturally, that oven assistance ageinst Soviet 
intentions on countries in ivrone would cost the American taxrayer very high taxes, 
in addition to which the results for democracy and for the welfare of the American 
eltizen anpoared to be nore than doubtful, Finally, according to the oninion of 
nany, competition in caining strength would lead to open con7lict rather than to 
its suppression. — 


If the Truman Dectrine practically meant an economic and diplometic cifensive 
against Rusaia in order thst American strongth end ite nositions would become 
inviolable, then Russia certainly would consider it appropriste to show bhet 
against such an offensive it 1s not 30 weak as American poliey wresuves, making 
the Soviet wealmess the central starting point of her deliberations. ‘7o the 
series of Soviet counter-measures we must add all that hapnened with respect 

to Communist Parties in Bulgaria, Hunzary, and to some extent in Austria, Care 
tainly the USSR showed thet if the dollars end economic help of Americe are a 
‘strong weapon, the discipline of the masses united in the Communist parties can 
equally represent a very disculeting end strong argument. 

] . 


As to the reat, even western wurope vasn't entirely sprred from this Soviet- 
American elash which denonstrated itself unsuccessfully after the Moscow con- 
ference. Very serious strikes in france eriprisd to a sreat extent the economic 
life of France for some tine, because gredually all industrial branckes were 
affected, as well as public services (railroads, transportetion in general, 
electric works, telephones, etc.) ani these strikes arose svontanoous*y because 
of the despairing econonic siturtion., One not ertirely devrived of political 
significance. I believe that the Communists who left the French government 
showed thet their strength con‘imes to be a serious factor, and thet a‘ eoali-~ 
tion government without their ~arbicination could be denrived of t'-e cooperation 
of the workine masses, and thus seriously hendiceppad. ‘The Frerch strikes were 
in this wey instructive even for our conditions. : 


As a result o° this situetion, tee Truman Doctrine came to an important revision. 
On the 5th of June, Secretary of State Varsheall's speech said that American 
assistance is promised to all Zurovean countries without discrimination 80 long 
es these curopean countries thenselvas azree in what manner end te vrvat degree 
American help for Evropean organizations shon'td be furnished. Americans desire 
to help for various reasons, They nead an ovtiet for export for theiz orn ine 
dustry. If they do not enable Eurons to bur, in the an?. trey will have to pay 
“burdersome sillions for their own unenployment. Further in the raising of the 
Eurorean stendard of living America sees tre best vrotection agsineit she expan- 
sion of Communism, which naturally is most prevalent in che midst of poverty and 
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hunger, when any kind of renedy can appear better than the existing misery. 
Finally, even a third reason is apparent: reasonable Anericans see more and 
more thet not only the world and mankind but also welfare and peace are indi=” 
visable. So long as war permenently threatens seace in one pert of the world, 
the other half is threatened as well; likewise, hunger existing in one ‘alf of 
' the world means that the welfare of the other half is threatened. Yow the con- 
cern is thet Marshall's offer will he accepted. Before all elsa it is well to 
realize the European idea with regrrd to the metter. We well know that Europe 
without Russia and snglend is si-ply Europe with German superiority. It is 
for that reason that Marshall's offer had to be eddressed to all of us, ineclud- 
ing Russia. We Czechs senge this need of Ruegesian participation esnecially. tie 
know what haprened when Russia in 1938 was pusiied out of Surope. lunich did not 
mean only the lopping off of Czechoslovakia. In international polities ‘unich 
meant knocking Russie out of Burorean politics, You know what the results were, 
Russia came beck along side Germany -- and a second World “ar resulted. 


It is clear to me that Marshall's offer citeersesad factions in sastern Surope. 
The non-aeceptance of it esuld mean for the world peblic unvillingness to help 
with the economic restoration of kurope. The accentance of it means the begin= 
ning ef concrete cooveration with the Vest. ‘thers are, of course, even in the 
hest, foclish veople whys conceal in their heart the hope that hoscow will refuse 
the offer, which will sive them then the full right to organize a Western gurope 
in their own way, rithow’ Russia, but vith the irdustrial half of Germany. 


We must not let it escare us that ve as Czechoslovakia and as a narty, which in 
its own internal political concept worked always toward. creative cooneration be~ 
tween the East and “est, are getting into a troublesome situation, particularly . 
if a nagative decision were to be made, end a definite division of the world in- 
to a Vestern and Zastern half shovld result.. If “arshall's new formula of Aneri- 
can policy and “Marshall's challenge to unite Europe or some. countries of Zurope 
_means essentially an sppeal for o-enly laying the curds on the table, we cannot 
today exelude the rossibility that a ~isunderstancing between Yestern ani tastern 
Europe in these questions covld lead to en tctual division of the world, 


iven if perhaps cireunstences in Nungery or elserhere may “eve rore influence 
on the public in imagining its own drametie and sdventurous Jownfall, you may 
believe that on the ~rohlers conneeted with [ershall's revision of the original 
brutal Truman Doctrine end the Soviet reaction to it, there rests the orineinal 
question of today's international policy. 
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